
Palestine —  
the new apartheid

Find out more from Palestine Solidarity Campaign: www.palestinecampaign.org

Apartheid, the system of racial oppression and 
separation that af�icted South Africa from 
1948 until the 1990s, lives on in Israel and the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories today.

“The horrendous dehumanisation of Black 
South Africans during the erstwhile Apartheid 
years is a Sunday picnic, compared with what 
I saw and what I know is happening to the 
Palestinian people.” 

Willie Madisha, head of the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions, after a visit to Palestine in 

2006.

The UN International Convention on the Suppression 
and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid (1976) 
de�nes apartheid as �inhuman acts committed for the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining domination by 
one racial group of persons over another racial group 
of persons and systematically oppressing them.� 

According to Article 2 of the Convention, these 
�inhuman acts� include:
�	 Denial of the right to life and liberty;  
�	 Imposition of living conditions calculated to cause 

physical destruction in whole or in part; 
�	 Creation of conditions preventing full development, 

in particular by denying basic human rights and 
freedoms, including
-	 the right to work,
-	 the right to education, 
-	 the right to leave and to return to their country, 
-	 the right to a nationality, 
-	 the right to freedom of movement and residence, 

�	 Any measures designed to divide the population 
along racial lines by
-	 the creation of separate reserves and ghettos for 

the members of a racial group or groups, 
-	 the prohibition of mixed marriages among 

members of various racial groups, 
-	 the expropriation of landed property belonging to 

a racial group or groups or to members thereof 

The Israeli government has been guilty of all these 
�inhuman acts�, in relation to the Palestinian people.

Life and liberty
Since September 2000, the Israeli army has killed 
more than 5000 men, women and children in the 
Occupied Territories (the West Bank and Gaza), by 
means of bombing, house demolitions and targetted 

assassinations. 
(During the 
same period, 
about 1000 
Israelis have 
been killed.) 
This �gure 
does not 
include the 
Palestinians 
who have 
died because 
they are 
denied access 
to medical 
treatment. 
For instance, during the same period more than 60 
Palestinian women have been forced to give birth at 
checkpoints; over half the babies, and some of the 
mothers, have died.

Currently, about 10,000 Palestinian prisoners are 
held in Israeli jails, including over 300 children, many 
under the system of �administrative detention� � i.e. 
without charge or trial, as in Guantanamo. (See PSC 
factsheet on Political Prisoners.)

Access, residency and freedom of 
movement
Since 1967 Israel has controlled entry to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories and regularly turns people 
back at the airport or the Jordan crossing, without 
explanation. There is currently an alarming escalation 
of this �denied entry� policy. Families coming for 
summer vacation, brides and grooms, students, 
teachers, human rights workers, business people, 
employees, are all at risk of being put on the next �ight 
or bus out of the port of entry.

Denial of Family Life 
One by-product of this policy is the enforced 
separation, amounting to deportation, of foreign 
passport holders married to Palestinian ID holders. 
There are an estimated 120,000 people in this 
predicament, many of them Palestinians with Western 
passports. They have to resort to tourist visas, which 
must be renewed every three months. Israel is now 
refusing to let many people back in when they leave 
for a visa renewal, causing families who wish to 
remain together to relocate outside of the Occupied 
Territories: a silent ethnic cleansing.

Within the OPTs, over 500 military checkpoints 
operate, cutting off towns and villages from one 
another and severely affecting access to education, 

Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem 
being demolished to make way for a 

new Israeli settlement
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