Model Motion

Defend the right to protest: Oppose the Crime and Policing Bill
This branch notes:
· International bodies, including the UN and major human rights organisations, have described Israel’s actions in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank as violations of international law, including the crimes of genocide and apartheid.
· Since the beginning of the genocide, Britain has seen one of the largest and most sustained peaceful protest movements in its history, attended by millions in solidarity with the Palestinian people.
· The British government has announced plans to give the police new powers within the Crime and Policing Bill to restrict or effectively ban recurring protests based on their so-called “cumulative impact” 
· If this becomes law, the police will be required to take into account any cumulative disruption caused by past or future planned protests in the same ‘area’ when deciding whether to impose restrictions. This could include an entire town or the whole of central London, and it will not matter whether the protests involve the same cause or people.
This branch believes:
· We are witnessing an alarming attack on the right to protest in Britain, widely condemned by leading human-rights organisations.
· Trade unionists have a proud history of standing in solidarity with the Palestinian people, including through campaigns and protests to uphold their inalienable rights and the principles of international law.
· The measures proposed via the Crime and Policing Bill are the latest in a series of draconian anti-protest laws and proscriptions that threaten to undermine democracy, rights to freedom of assembly and expression, international solidarity and workers’ rights from picket lines to demonstrations.
· The trade union movement has a duty to defend civil liberties, protect the right to protest, and hold the Labour government to account over any legislation that threatens those rights.


This branch resolves to:
· Call on our general secretary to write to the prime minister, deputy prime minister and the home secretary to: 
· withdraw its dangerous proposal to give police new powers to restrict protests based on their so-called ‘cumulative impact’
· repeal the succession of draconian anti-protest laws on which it builds, conveying our unified opposition to all aspects of this worsening authoritarianism.
· Call on our general secretary and executive committee to issue a public statement demanding an immediate end to attacks on the right to protest including an end to the punitive, political use of sections 12 and 14 of the Public Order Act by the Metropolitan Police.
· Support campaigns defending the right to protest, including sharing Palestine Solidarity Campaign’s petition ‘Defend the right to protest’ with branch members.

